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As the number of people vaccinated continues 
to rise, the number of restrictions put in place 
continues to shrink. This means the reopening 
of many industries that have been closed for 
more than a year at this point. For film lovers, 
this means not just the reopening of movie 
theatres, but also film festivals relaunching in 
person. After being relegated to largely at-home 
screenings like the Toronto International Film 
Festival had, or being cancelled outright like 
Cannes Film Festival, festivals this year have the 
opportunity to return to the cinema for at least 
some of this years showings. Curtis Woloschuk, 
the codirector of the Vancouver International 
Film Festival, says that means the return to 
movies for him 

“I believe that the cinema experiences is something that's really unique, and it's unique proposition that 
we offer.” – Curtis Woloschuk, Co-Director, Vancouver International Film Festival 

While returning to an in person viewing experience was the goal for this year from the beginning, it was 
not guaranteed. “I think the planning for this year’s festival began, probably even before last year's to 
some degree. I think we knew that, like the 2021 Festival wasn't going to look a lot like the 2019 
Festival” says Woloschuk. “I think it was really a lot of in depth conversations from probably around May 
through August, really. And with the Cannes Film Festival being so much later this year, almost two 
months later than it typically would be it just took a lot longer for rights for films to be snapped up and 
for kind of strategies around those films to be planned and plotted.” 

The Toronto International Film Festival also 
returned to the cinemas this year, running from 
September 9-18. Like Vancouver, Toronto ran as a 
hybrid model festival, with most features able to 
be watched either online or in person for those 
that prefer the theatre experience. In a press 
release from June, TIFF consultant Dr. Peter Nord 
had stated “We fully anticipate that by the time 
the Festival arrives, all Ontarians will have the 
opportunity to be fully vaccinated… audiences will 
confidently be able to enjoy in-cinema screenings 
by maintaining a safe physical distance and 
wearing a mask.” 

The Vancouver International Film Festival runs from October 1 through the 11.  

1 Crowds will be gathering at eight venues around Vancouver for 
this year’s festival (JMV / Flickr) 

2 The 2020 VIFF took place entirely online, with people watching 
movies from their own home (Eric Brochu / Flickr) 


