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“Lizards escape a zoo and cause havoc all over a 
small town on Vancouver Island!” While that may 
sound like the premise to a monster movie from 
the 1960s, it is what actually happened in the 
community of Sooke in 1970. 

In 1957, Rudy’s Pet Park opened in a small town. 
The roadside zoo attraction featured a variety of 
animals, including lions, monkeys, and European 
wall lizards, among others. When it closed after 13 
years, the larger animals were sent off to other 
zoos, including the Greater Vancouver Zoo. The 14 
lizards were simply released from their cages 
without much fanfare. 

Fast forward to the modern day, and the population of the lizards has only grown. According to 
Dr. Gavin Hanke, Curator of Vertebrate Zoology at the Royal B.C. Museum, the estimated 
number of lizards is now above 700,000. 

“That’s 700,000 mouths eating everyday as long it’s sunny out. They’re active year-round, as 
long as you’ve got a sunny day you’ll find lizards on the surface.” – Dr. Gavin Hanke, Curator of 
Vertebrate Zoology, Royal B.C. Museum 

Hanke says that having so many of the invasive lizards 
around may cause significant harm to the resident creatures 
of the Vancouver Island ecosystem. The wall lizards have a 
similar diet to the northern alligator lizard, which prompts 
concerns of there not being enough food for the native 
species. Then there is the matter of the wall lizard eating its 
own young, which means it may also target young alligator 
lizards. 

There is one big difference between the diets of the two 
species of lizards, however. The European wall lizard has 
been known to eat honeybees, bumble bees, and even 
wasps. While this may sound appealing to those who wish 
not to be stung, the global shortage of honeybees has been 
well documented over the past number of years. Having 
these little creatures eating the bees does not help that matter. 

All of that being said, Hanke believes the lizards are here to stay at this point. 

1European wall lizards have been on Vancouver Island 
since the 1960s, and the population has not stopped 
growing. (Wikimedia Commons) 



“So it does look like this year we got three clutches of eggs, so no other lizard in North America 
is doing that. They get a single run per season. But the wall lizard is incredibly prolific,” says 
Hanke. “Eradication is not possible.” 

The B.C. government announced in a press release earlier this year that it would be providing 
$12 million to programs aimed at identifying and removing invasive species across the province. 
Premier John Horgan was quoted as saying “in British Columbia, we’re working to protect our 
natural environment on a number of fronts. This funding will not only help to control damaging 
species not native to the province, it will also create jobs for local communities.” 

If you see one of these little wall-crawlers, it’s recommended you take a picture, note where you 
were when you saw it, and report it to the Invasive Species Council of B.C. 

 


